THE NEAR EAST (4)

BY POSSESSION of Bahrein Islands and by pro-
tectorates over various coast lands. Great Britain
maintains strategic control of Persian Gulf, seaway
to Iraq, Iran, and Eastern Arabia.
Besides being key position in Gulf, commanding
all trade routes from E. Arabia, BAHREIN ISLANDS
important centre of pearl fishing. Oil concession
held by American company. Iran's claim to sove-
reignty opposed by Britain.
Sultanate of KOWEIT, immediately bordering
Iraq, and mouth of Tigris-Euphrates, is under
British protection.
Independent Sultanate of OMAN has close re-
lations with India, trade being mainly in hands of
British Indians. Coasts of the two peninsulas,
Qatar and Mussandam, held by local sheikhs, all
of whom are in special relations with British Govern-
ment.